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MMOF National Representative Meeting 

 
Athens, 10/9/2009 

 
 

Greetings and introduction by Dr Bafaloukos, President of MMOF and 
Dr Kosmidis, Honorary President of MMOF. 

A brief presentation was shown by Dr Pentheroudakis, Chairman of 
National Representative Committee, followed by a discussion with all 

NRs involved. The main points discussed were the following: 
 

MMOF Aims 
MMOF aims are promotion of scientific collaboration, multicultural 

exchange of ideas and support of oncology training and 
multidisciplinary optimal management of cancer patients. 

It is crucial for MMOF to penetrate, advertise itself and improve 

member accrual in Mediterranean countries. In order to do so, it was 
agreed that: 

1) “Orphan” areas should be targeted, i.e. countries without 
particular scientific penetration of ESMO or other oncological 

societies, such as North Africa, the Balkan peninsula, the Middle 
East. 

2) MMOF membership should become “attractive”. It should be 
associated with privileges and access to MMOF-labeled 

conferences with distinguished speakers, journal subscription, 
training fellowships etc 

 
Enrollment and Advertisement strategies 

Strategies for increased member accrual should consist of: 
1) Advertisement of MMOF by NRs in oncological professional 

organisations, national oncological conferences and meetings 

2) Mapping from the NRs of national oncological centers where 
“word of mouth” advertisement and accrual can take place 

3) Production by MMOF of an informative, introductory MMOF 
Leaflet for use in advertisement/accrual 

4) Institution of MMOF research grants, MMOF training fellowships 
5) Discussion with ESMO for a “MMOF Booth” in the ESMO 

Conference in Milan 2010 
6) Publication of a MMOF Journal or more conservatively, 

publication of MMOF Congress Proceedings in an already existing 
medical journal in the Mediterranean area. This Journal could be 

re-inforced by MMOF members who would submit their research 
work to it. 
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Future actions for congress organisation and budgetary support 

The 2011 2nd MMOF Congress will take place in Istanbul. Future 
actions discussed were: 

1) In the interval years, MMOF could label oncological meetings that 
could be organised by national oncological societies. In such a 

scenario, national organisers would set up their congress with 
the addition of a MMOF round table, workshop or an additional 

MMOF Day and advertise MMOF to participants, while MMOF 
would provide a distinguished international faculty of speakers. 

In some other instances or countries, scientific events wholly 
organised by MMOF could be needed. 

2) Budgetary support from the pharmaceutical industry should be 
sought, possibly with the offer of corporate membership. 

3) Framework Project 7 submissions could be envisioned, though 
these are extremely laborious and concern research 

organisations only. 

4) Formation of a MMOF Educational Board to oversee educational 
issues such as training fellowships, research grants, labeled 

meetings, production or adaptation of MMOF Clinical 
Recommendations and formation of a MMOF Speaker Faculty. 

 
Agreed as required from each NR 

1) A brief synopsis from each NR describing the structure of 
oncological care in his/her country, the deficits and unmet needs 

2) Suggestions for optimal advertisement and member accrual to 
MMOF 

3) List of local/national meetings that could be labeled by MMOF or 
that could have a MMOF round table/scientific session added, 

according to the NR`s best judgment 
4) A valid list of NR email addresses for better communication 

 

Conclusions-Things to do 
1) The NRs should submit by email the requested information to the 

NR chairman 
2) The Board of Directors with the NR committee should proceed to 

production of a MMOF leaflet, approach ESMO for a MMOF Booth, 
approach Journals for collaboration and publication of MMOF 

Congress proceedings, organise the MMOF Educational Faculty 
and MMOF Speaker Faculty. 

An option for a collaborating journal could be the JNCI, Cairo. 
3) Discussions will be held regarding the interval MMOF-labeled 

local/national meeting, options being Morocco or Lebanon. 
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Sincere thanks for the contribution and support of all MMOF members. 

 
George Pentheroudakis 

gpenther@otenet.gr 
MMOF NR Committee Chairman 

mailto:gpenther@otenet.gr

